
St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

1990 — 1994 
 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper 
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been 
collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were collected, 
organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in 
2023. 
 
There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3 
deserver special mention.  Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan. 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the 
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source 
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that 
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this 
information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them 
would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The 
Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the 
information for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission 
from the source.   



1990 
 

January 11, 1990, Trustee meeting: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



1990 
 

January 29, 1990, Letter:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

February 4, 1990, The Courier-Journal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

February 6, 1990, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

February 8, 1990, Trustee meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1990 
 

February 24, 1990, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

March 8, 1990, Trustee meeting: 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1990 
 

Courtesy LF&R, Raymond Wilson, March 15, 1990:                      Kammerer Middle School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



1990 
 

Courtesy LF&R, Raymond Wilson, March 15, 1990:                      Kammerer Middle School 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



1990 
 

March 15, 1990, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

March 16, 1990, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

Courtesy LF&R, about 1990:                 Chief Franklin Florence from St. Matthews along with 
2698 probably on a joint training exercise.  This was a rehab unit from McMahan bought by 
STMFD and fixed up for a rescue and utility unit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

March 28, 1990, Photo courtesy of The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods,:  Al Ring photos below: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

April 12, 1990, Trustee meeting: 

 

 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

April 27 & 28, 1990, The Courier-Journal   STMFD responded 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

May 10, 1990, Trustee meeting: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

May 10, 1990, Trustee meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

May 16, 1990,  The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  Special meetings planned – St. Matthews Fire 
District considering new budget amid rising expenses.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

May 16, 1990,  The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  Special meetings planned – St. Matthews Fire 
District considering new budget amid rising expenses.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

May 16, 1990,  The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  Special meetings planned – St. Matthews Fire 
District considering new budget amid rising expenses.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

May 21, 1990, Special Trustee meeting: 
 
 
June 3 & 10, 1990, The Courier-
Journal 

 



1990 
 

June 13, 1990,k  The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  In St. Matthews Fire District..;...Board members 
hope election brings change: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1990 
 

June 13, 1990,k  The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  In St. Matthews Fire District..;...Board members 
hope election brings change: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

June 14 1990:  Trustee meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

June 14 1990:  Trustee meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

June 14 1990:  Trustee meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

June 20, 1990:  New Voice.  St. Mathews woman dies in three-car crash. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

June 20, 1990, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

June 20, 1990, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

June 20, 1990, The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  Fire district certifies election of trustees despite 
legal cloud.  Over the objections of some residents and one of its own voting members, the St. 
Matthews Fire Protection District Board of Trustees certified the results of a recent property 
owner representative election at its June 14 meeting with the foreknowledge that the legal validity 
of the election – and the board’s make-up itself – may hinge on a forthcoming opinion from the 
state attorney general. The board authorized its counsel, Dennis M. Clair, to request an opinion 
from state attorney general Fred Cowan on Kentucky Revised Statue 75.031, which protesters of 
the election claim prohibits paid employees of the district from voting or running for the board’s 
two firefighter representative posts.  Both such trustees in St. Matthews are paid by the district. 
 
Clare concurred with that interpretation of the statue, and if the attorney general does so as well, 
it may mean that the board is illegally constituted and its actions – including the election – are 
legally void. 
 
 



1990 
 

June 20, 1990, The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  Fire district certifies election of trustees despite 
legal cloud.   
 

 
 
 
 



1990 
 

June 20, 1990, The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  Fire district certifies election of trustees despite 
legal cloud.   

 
 
 
 
 

Under Clare’s interpretation of KRS 75.031, paid fire-
fighters who live in a district’s jurisdiction and own prop-
erty that is taxed by the district are eligible to vote or run 
for its two property owners trustee posts.  Paid employees 
who do not meet those requirements are not eligible to 
vote in any trustee election. 
 
Flynn said at the meeting he thinks state law is outdated 
because that when the rules concerning fire districts were 
approved in 1960, districts were composed almost exclu-
sively of volunteers and there was “effectively no such 
thing as a paid firefighter, illustrated his stance by point-
ing out that under current board could legally consist of 
five paid firefighters and two volunteers. 
 
Ring agreed, saying he would be in favor of changing the 
law to mandate one volunteer and one paid firefighter 
representative on the seven-member board. 
 
The board appointed Eldred acting chair and Ellerkamp 
acting secretary and re-adopted last year’s budget with 
the tentative understanding that no long-term decision 
will be until it receives the attorneys general opinion. 



1990 
 

July 12, 1990,  Trustee meeting: 



1990 
 

July 12, 1990,  Trustee meeting: 



1990 
 

July, 1990,  New Trustee: 
David C. Dick 

 
Firefighter January 12, 1971 to 1976, 1990 to 1998, Trustee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
David C Dick – Born December 31, 1952 – lived in Rolling Fields attended Chenoweth School and 
Louisville Country Day School – attended Jacksonville University – graduated 1975 – Currently 
managing partner, Buetow, LeMastus & Dick, a CPA firm. Four children and still married. 
  
Fire Department involvement – Talked my mother into chasing fire engines any number of times 
through St. Matthews.  Remember my first “working fire” at about age 6.  It was a field fire the 
firemen put out with brooms. I was hooked from that point on. Heavily influenced by Fireman Bill 
Andriot who worked at my favorite store of all time, Thornbury Toys.  I joined as volunteer in 
January 1971 as a member of the first group of 18 year old members allowed on the department.  I 
started with Sam Wolfe, Robbie Helm, Roger Herdt, Dennis Bryant and a few that I don’t 
remember the names of.   I participated in Greathouse firefighting, arriving on the first truck in (S
-5) and opening the door with a hux-bar.  I was a member of the department for about 5 years, off 
and on while attending college.  In 1990 I was recruited by Jim Graven to run for the board of 
trustee in a contested election against Al Ring.  For some reason, of which I cannot recall the 
firefighters had decided they wanted to remove Al Ring.  The election was hard fought (in terms of 
trustees elections that normally only drew about 10 voters).  With more than 600 voters turning 
out the day of election, I was narrowly elected.  Upon election I was appointed treasurer by then 
chairman Marshall Eldred.  This proved to be an interesting exercise.  During my tenure on the 
board the department joined CERS and replaced Chief Franklin Florence with Chief Bill Seng.  I 
was elected board chairman after six years and finally left the board in 1998 after moving out of 
the district. 
  
I have plenty of other things I could discuss, but will leave it at this.  It was a fascinating 
experience being involved in the STMFD – I’ll never forget it 
 
 
 



1990 
 

July 18, 1990,  The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  Two fire district trustees ineligible – but can’t be 
removed—Board to amend bylaws to address election problems, other issues.  
 
 
 



1990 
 

Unknown date, 1990:  by Gayle Cutler Pressman, St. Matthews Fire district retains tax in calm 
session.   



1990 
 

July 30, 1990, Special Trustee 
meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

August 8, 1990, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

August 15, 1990, Trustee meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

August 15, 1990, Trustee meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

August 22, 1990, The Courier-Journal 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

September 1, 1990, The Courier-Journal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

September 13, 1990, Trustee meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

September 13, 1990, Trustee meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

September 13, 1990, Trustee meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1991 
 

 
News Trustee:    Ron D. Unthank 

 
Firefighter April 12, 1974 to 2002, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Trustee, 1990 to 1994 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ron was born February 21, 1953 in Louisville, Kentucky.  He is a St. Matthews boy and has lived 
near the area all his life.  His brother and nephew have also been members of STMFD.  Ron has 
spent most of his career with American AirFilter and is presently manager, AF-Manufacturing 
Engineering for them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

Unknown date, 1990:  by Gayle Cutler Pressman, St. Matthews Fire district retains tax in calm 
session.  

 
October 3, 1990:  The New Voice: 
 
 
  



1990 
 

October 11, 1990, Trustee meeting: 



1990 
 

October 27, 1990, The Courier-Journal 

October 31, 1990, Letter: 



1990 
 

November 14, 1990, Trustee meeting: 



1990 
 

November 14, 1990, Trustee 
meeting: 



1990 
 

November 14, 1990, Amendments to the By-Laws: 



1990 
 

November 14, 1990, Amendments to the By-Laws: 

 

November 22, 1990, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1990 
 

December 5. 1990,  The New Voice, by David Kunz, St. Matthews district to decide insurance, 
pension questions.  A committee from the St. Matthews Fire Protection District of Trustees met last Tuesday at the 
fire district headquarters, 240 Sears, Avenue, to review the departments insurance coverage to be sure it was 
adequate. 
 

Alex Rankin, a representative of sterling g. Thompson insurance agency which the fire district’s account, gave a 
summary of its coverage. 
 

He said the insurance covers the fire stations, a house on Brown Avenue, all the vehicles and normal liability of the 
paid firefighters and volunteers. 
 

Committee member John Barker was concerned abut earthquake coverage, but Rankin assured him that an 
earthquake rider was part of the policy. 
 

The headquarters building valued at $700,000 and contents valued at $353,270, would have to sustain abut $20,000 in 
damages to meet the deductible, he said. 
 
Rankin told the members the umbrella insurance, a liability policy of $10 million that provides coverage over and 
above the auto and general liability limits, is an important feature for municipalities and quasi-governmental agencies 
like fire districts. 
 
Barker worried that $10 million might nit be enough if a tragic accident, such as a fire truck crashing into a school bus 
or a crowd of people, were to occur. 
 
Rankin said the limit could be raised and he would work out the figures for the premium by the next board meeting. 
 
The firefighters pension plan will be another important topic to be discussed at the next meeting and committee 
member and fire district commissioner David Dick said definite options and costs should be presented at that time. 
 
Rankin said he should be able to put together information on the costs of annuities for retirees and other costs of the 
current plan to present to the board. 
 
Dick said board members need to decide between the present plan and the state-run County Employee Retirement 
system.   
 
Committee chairperson Faye Ellerkamp said they would be able to debate the pros and cons of the present plan with 
the CERS plan at the December 14 board meeting. 
 
 
 



1990 
 

Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, View over 
Breckenridge Lane of Baptist Hospital East campus with the wooded Brown Park beyond.  
Changing Medicine, Constant Care:  Kentucky Baptist Hospitals (1990), 223.                                      
 



1990 
 

December 13, 1990, Trustee 
meeting: 



1990 
 

December 13, 1990, Trustee meeting: 

 
1990 Fire Runs: 



1990 
 

December 23 & 23, 1990, The Courier-Journal 



1990 
 
 
 

Total number fire runs:     577    
Total working fires:      2 
Number of A.M. runs, 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 a.m.:  200 
Number of P.M. runs, 12:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.:  377 
 
Number of responses made by fire apparatus: 
 

2601:  503  Chief Franklin Florence 
 2602:  158  Assistant Chief Jack Monohan     
 2603:  24 
 2606:  1 
 2611:  1 
 2613:  2 

2632  389 
2634:  186 
2635:  103 
2636:  454       
2653:  178 
2657:  184 
2690:  103 
2691:  108 
2698:  67 
2694:  1 

 
Types of fire runs: 

 
House:    123 
Commercial:    300 
Automobile:    69 
Field & Trash:   31 
Miscellaneous:   52 
Malicious false:   1 
Back up City of Louisville:  1 
Assist EMS:    0 

 
Working Fires: 

 
August 29, 1990:  1100 Clerkenwell Garage fire. 
November 7, 2000:  4130 Dutchman's Lane  Fire on 2nd floor. (Smoke in building) 
December 21, 2000: 4515 Shelbyville Road                  Auto accident & rescue.  (1 fatality) 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 



1990 
 

 Board of Directors 
 
John Barker, 
Marshall Eldred, Jr. 
Frank Flynn 
Faye Ellerkamp 
Franklin Florence, end in August 
James P. Graven 
Al Ring, end in June 
David C. Dick, start July 
Ron D. Unthank, start August 1990 
 

1990 
 

Officers 
Chief Franklin Florence 
Assistant Chief John M. “Jack” Monohan, III 
Major Marty A. Kamer 
Major Sam McCune (P) 
Major Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange (P) 
Major Mike E. Noland 
Major William “Bill” Seng 
Marshal A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Captain Keith McBride 
Captain Joseph R. “Joe” Wolfe (P)  
Lt. Hall Clifford 
Lt. Stuart Monohan 
Lt. Ron D. Unthank 
Lt. John Volkerding 
 
Charile T. Davis 
Sgt. Patrick H. “Pat” Noland 
Sgt. Don Ryan 

Firefighters 
 
Mike J. Beneke 
Steve Beneke 
Blaine Bishop 
Ed Brown 
Moss Clore 
Jackie DeHart 
Daniel Doyle 
Dave Dugan 
Marshall Denny Engnehl 
Brent Florence 
Frank Flynn 
Matt Gataky 
Tony Glass 
Gunner Graven 
Thorp Harrison 
David Head 
Larry Heaphy 
Todd Holderfiled 
Sgt. Dave Kamer 
Sherrill Kidwell (now Holly) 
Michael Hubbuch 
John Kilroy 
Mark Kirchdorfer 
 
 

Tom Marshall 
Eric Marville 
David Mattingly 
Steve Mattingly 
Doug McCall 
Sgt. Kent Monohan 
John Osler 
Matt Partin 
Shelby Pogue, 
Kevil Rice 
Hugh “Mack” Shawb 
Wayne Shepherd 
Joseph “Joe” Strange 
Ben Talbott 
Carlos Tamburro 
Brian Tarphy 
Kevin Tarpley 
Lawrence “Larry” Trageser 
Michael S. Tully 
Chris Verdi 
Mike “Fozz” Willinger 
James H. “Jim” Whitlock 
Steve Wolfe 
Timothy Worley (not sure) 
 
 



1991 
 

January 30, 1991:  The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  Fire District set to approve new employee 
pension plan.   



1991 
 

January 10, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

January 10, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

January 10, 1991, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 11, 1991, The 
Courier-Journal 



1991 
 

February 14, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

February 26, 1991, The Courier-Journal 



1991 
 

February 20, 1991:  The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  Fire district OK’s new pension, vows to 
watch for higher costs.   



1991 
 

February 27, 1991:  The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  East End leaders suggest changes in state 
fire protection district setup: 



1991 
 

February 27, 1991:  The New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  East End leaders suggest changes in state 
fire protection district setup: 



1991 
 

March 2, 1991, The Courier-Journal 



1991 
 

March 14, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

March 14, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

March 20, 1991, The Courier-Journal 



1991 
 

April 11, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

April 11, 1991, Trustee meeting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 11, 1991, Special 
Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

May 1, 1991,  New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  St. Matthews district firefighters pick one of their own 
for honor.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



1991 
 

May 1, 1991,  New Voice, by Ken Hardin:  St. Matthews district firefighters pick one of their own 
for honor.   

 
May 1, 1991, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 

 



1991 
 

May 9, 1991,  Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

May 9, 1991,  Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

June 8 & 11, 1991, The Courier-Journal & Letter: 



1991 
 

June 13, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

June 13, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

June 14, 1989, Letter: 



1991 
 

June 14, 1991, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 22, 1991, Special Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

June 28, 1991, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 7, 1991, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1991 
 

July 11, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

August 8, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

August 8, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

September 2, 1991, The Courier-Journal 



1991 
 

Courtesy David Evans, Harvey Browne Presbyterian Church: 
 

September 12, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

September 12, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

September 16, 1991, Special 
Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

September 16, 1991, 
Special Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

September 16, 1991, The Courier-Journal 



1991 
 

September 17, 1991, Letter: 



1991 
 

September 18, 1991, The Courier-Journal 



1991 
 

September 25, 1991, The Courier-Journal 



1991 
 

October 10, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

October 10, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

November 14, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

November 14, 1991, Trustee meeting:  November 24, 1991, The Courier-Journal  
 

 
December 10, 1991, The Courier-
Journal 



1991 
 

  
December 12, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

December 12, 1991, Trustee meeting: 



1991 
 

December 30, 1991, Letter: 



1991 
 

December 30, 1991, The Courier-Journal 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

1991 Fire Runs 



1991 
 

 
Total number fire runs:     682    
Total working fires:      5 
Number of A.M. runs, 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 a.m.:  237 
Number of P.M. runs, 12:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.:  445 
 
Number of responses made by fire apparatus: 
 

2601:  570  Chief Franklin Florence 
 2602:  158  Assistant Chief Jack Monohan     
 2603:  24  
 2611:  1  

2632  343 
2634:  233 
2635:  166 
2636:  485       
2653:  118 
2657:  255 
2690:  85 
2691:  91 
2698:  47  

 
Types of fire runs: 

 
House:    145 
Commercial:    311 
Automobile:    69 
Field & Trash:   33 
Miscellaneous:   115 
Malicious false:   4 
Back up City of Louisville:  1 
Assist EMS:    4 

 
Working Fires: 

 
February 1, 1991:  439 Fairlawn Avenue  House fire. 
April 3, 1991:   3703 Hillsdale   Mutual Aid to H.C.F.D. 
June 27, 1991:  330 South Hubbards Lane Waggener High. (fire in gym) 
July 6, 1991:   203 Browns Lane   Structure fire. 
September 27, 1991:  409 Clover Lane   Structure fire. 
 



1991 
 

 
 

Board of Directors 
 

John Barker 
David C. Dick 
Marshall Eldred, Jr. 
Faye Ellerkamp 
Frank Flynn 
James P. Graven 
John M. “Jack” Monohan, III 
Ron D. Unthank 

1991 
 

Officers 
Chief Franklin Florence 
Assistant Chief John M. “Jack” Monohan, III 
Major Marty A. Kamer 
Major Sam McCune (P) 
Major Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange (P) 
Major Mike E. Noland 
Major William “Bill” Seng 
Marshal A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Captain Keith McBride 
Captain Joseph R. “Joe” Wolfe (P)  
Lt. Hal Clifford 
Lt. Stuart Monohan 
Lt. Ron D. Unthank 
Lt. John Volkerding 
Sgt. Charile T. Davis 
Sgt. Patrick H. “Pat” Noland 
Sgt. Don Ryan 

Firefighters 
 

Mike J. Beneke 
Steve Beneke 
Blaine Bishop 
Ed Brown 
Moss Clore 
Jackie DeHart 
Daniel Doyle 
Dave Dugan 
Marshall Denny Engnehl 
Brent Florence 
Frank Flynn 
Matt Gataky 
Tony Glass 
Thorp Harrison 
David Head 
Larry Heaphy 
Christopher Hoback about 
1991 
Todd Holderfiled 
Kevin Jankoski 
Sgt. Dave Kamer 
Sherrill Kidwell (now Holly) 
John Kilroy 
Mark Kirchdorfer 
 
 

Tom Marshall 
Eric Marville 
David Mattingly 
Steve Mattingly 
Walter “Ty” Mattheu 
Doug McCall 
Sgt. Kent Monohan 
Matt Partin 
Shelby Pogue 
Kevil Rice 
Hugh “Mack” Shawb 
Wayne Shepherd 
Joseph “Joe” Strange 
Ben Talbott 
Alex Tamburro  
Carlos Tamburro 
Brian Tarphy 
Kevin Tarpey 
Lawrence “Larry” Trageser 
Michael S. Tully 
Ron Unthank 
Chris Verdi 
Mike “Fozz” Willinger 
James H. “Jim” Whitlock 
Steve Wolfe 
Timothy Worley (not sure) 
 
 
 
 



1992 
 

January 9, 1992, Trustee meeting: 

 
 



1992 
 

February 13, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

February 13, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

March 12, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

March 12, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

April 9, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

April 9, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

April 9, 1992, Amendments to the By-laws: 



1992 
 

April 22, 1992, The Courier-Journal 



1992 
 

May 13, 1992, The Courier-Journal 



1992 
 

May 13, 1992, The Courier-Journal 



1992 
 

May 13, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

May 20, 1992:  The New Voice, by Kristin Searfoss:  St. Matthews fire district hopes to purchase 
heart-saver.   



1992 
 

June 3, 1992:  The New Voice, by Kristin Searfoss, Kiwanis Club names fireman of the year:  One 
week after his 18th birthday in 1976, St. Matthews resident and Bardstown Road Dentist Franklin 
R. “Ran” Florence joined the St. Matthews Fire Protection District as a volunteer firefighter.  
 
About 15 years later, he is still a volunteer with the department, earning the highest rank of 
Firefighter III and the position of captain as a fire combat officer and serving as training 
coordinator for the departments volunteers. 
 
In recognition of his being chosen 1992 Fire Officer of the year by his district, the St. Matthews 
Kiwanis Club named Florence Fireman of the Year and honored him in a ceremony in April.   
 
His father district Chief Franklin R. Florence, Sr., presented the award, which included a plaque 
and two gift certificates. 
 
Each year St. Matthews Kiwanis, a part of Kiwanis International whose goal is community 
service, presents the award to people who have distinguished themselves in the St. Matthews 
community. 
 
Fellow officers at the fire district elected Florence Fireman of the Year, said Florence’s father, 
whose three sons have volunteered with the district.  The younger Florence was chosen for his “on 
going dedication and effort,” his father said.  The choice was not based on just one achievement, 
since the officers “recognized (the younger Florence ) had been doing good work overall,” he said. 
 
“I’m very proud of him,” Chief Florence said.  “He takes time to serve the community as a 
firefighter.  … I am very confident in his leadership ability in a combat situation and as an 
administrator.” 
 
When he was a boy, the younger Florence wanted to be a firefighter, he said  “I didn’t envision his 
fixing teeth.”  Now, however, he does both.  A fulltime dentist with his own practice Florence signs 
up with the district to be on call when he also puts in eight to 12 hours a week as director of 
volunteer training for the district, he volunteers, who currently number about 40, must complete 
sum 20 hours of training before they can begin responding to even simple emergencies he said.  
Within the second part of volunteering, the district tries to provide up to 200 hours of training. 
 
Florence graduated from Waggener High School in 1976, got a bachelor of science degree at the 
University of Louisville or Business and graduated from the U of L Dental School in 1985.   
 
He served a four-year tour of active duty with the U.S. Army, where he was a practicing dentist.  
He was also on active duty for almost a year with the Army during Operation Desert Storm, 
moving around the United states to assist with troop mobilization. 
 
The Army trains all dentists in advanced trauma life support, he said.  That training dovetails 
with the fire district’s emphasis on working with other emergency services.  All 18 paid and more 
than half of the volunteer firefighters, including him, are 
Emergency  
Medial Technicians, Florence said. 
 
Florence said he likes working with his father and his friends “to 
do something that’s good.”  He doesn’t like the time his volunteer 
position takes from his wife and two small children. 
 
The 1976 burning of Nanz & Kraft Florist’s Breckenridge Lane 
building was the first big fire Florence remembers helping fight. 
 
“We worked together with the city of Louisville (fire department),” 
He said.  “I remember being overwhelmed, saying, Wow, this is 
rally a fire.”  “There was a lot of adrenalin and excitement of 
actually being a fireman,” he said.  “It was a great feeling to know I 
was helping.” 
 
Note this is not the picture that was with  
This article. 



1992 
 

June 10, 1992, The Courier-
Journal 
 



1992 
 

June 17, 1992, Trustee meeting: 

 
 



1992 
 

June 1, 1992, The Courier-Journal 



1992 
 

July 14, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

July 23, 1992,  Unknown : 



1992 
 

July 29, 1992, The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods, by Martha Elson, Ex-fire chief in St. 
Matthews had own style: 



1992 
 

July 29, 1992, The Courier-Journal, Neighborhoods, by Martha Elson, Ex-fire chief in St. 
Matthews had own style: 

 



1992 
 

August 13, 1992, Trustee meeting:           Major Bill Seng appointed interim Chief: 



1992 
 

August 13, 1992, Trustee meeting:           Major Bill Seng appointed interim Chief: 



1992 
 

August 13, 1992, Trustee meeting:            
 
 
 
 



1992 
 

 
August 26, 1992, The Courier-Journal          September 1, 1992, The Courier-Journal                          



1992 
 

September 2, 1992:  The New Voice, by Kay C. Ellis:  Interim chief’s efforts please St. Matthews 
fire department. 

 



1992 
 

September 10, 1992,  Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

1992, Fall, Thornbury Toys Training Fire with Harrods Creek: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Top row, L to R:  Paul McDonald, Tony Glass, Dan Doyle, Chris Verdi, Joe Wolfe, Libby Cover, 
Stuart Flowers 
Bottom row, L to R:  ___________, Mike Hilliard, John Walling, Stuart Monohan, 
_____________, ____________  Joe Wolfe, Dan Doyle, _________ 
 
September 20, 1992, The Courier-Journal 
 



1992 
 

October 13, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

October 26, 1992:  4302 Shelbyville Rd.   Fire.  (Oriental House) 
Report from Jerome “Jerry” Cowens:  Biggest fire I was involved in was Chinese restaurant fire 
on Shelbyville Road.  Besides doing a lot of grunt work outside the building, Maj. Sam 
McCune instructed me to back up the blower truck to position by the front door.  The positive 
flow of air into the building really helped to improve the visibility. 
 
 
November 12, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

November 18, 1992, The New Voice: 



1992 
 

Fall 1992:  Jefferson County Volunteer Fire Service, newsletter articles:  From the Chief’s 
Association, by Chief Richard Carlson:   



1992 
 

Fall 1992:  Jefferson County Volunteer Fire Service, newsletter articles:  From the Chief’s 
Association, by Chief Richard Carlson:   



1992 
 

Fall 1992:  Jefferson County Volunteer Fire Service, newsletter articles:  From the Chief’s 
Association, by Chief Richard Carlson:   



1992 
 

Fall 1992:  Jefferson County Volunteer Fire Service, newsletter articles:  From the Chief’s 
Association, by Chief Richard Carlson:   



1992 
 

December 10, 1992, Trustee meeting: 



1992 
 

December 10, 1992, Amendment to the By-laws: 



1992 
 

December 1992, The Courier-Journal, courtesy John Bailey: 



1992 
 

December 1992, The Courier-Journal, courtesy John Bailey: 



1992 
 

December 30, 1992:  The Courier-Journal:  Neighbors we’ve met—Former St. Matthews fire chief 
seeking job in public-safety field. 



1992 
 

 
Total number fire runs:     721    
Total working fires:      5 
Number of A.M. runs, 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 a.m.:  239 
Number of P.M. runs, 12:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m.:  482 
 
Number of responses made by fire apparatus: 
 

2601:  398  Chief Franklin Florence 
 2602:  263  Assistant Chief Jack Monohan     
 2603:  2 
 2604:  4 
 2605:  2 
 2606:  1 
 2611:  1 
 2612:  4 

2632  581 
2634:  421 
2635:  162 
2636:  246       
2653:  154 
2657:  264 
2690:  76 
2691:  125 
2698:  107  

 
Types of fire runs: 

 
House:    130 
Commercial:    409 
Automobile:    50 
Field & Trash:   18 
Miscellaneous:   107 
Malicious false:   1 
Back up City of Louisville:  0 
Assist EMS:    6 

 
Working Fires: 

 
April 6, 1992:   314 Alcott Road   Structure fire. 
July 29, 1992:   608 Brightwood Place (Mallgate) Apartment fire. 
October 26, 1992:  4302 Shelbyville Rd.   Fire.  (Oriental House) 
November 21, 1992:  4310 Shelbyville Road  Mattress fire. 
December 16, 1992:  3924 Westport Road  Fire.  (Steve’s B.B.Q) 
 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 
 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 
 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 
 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 
 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 

 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 
 



1992 
 

STMFD Fire Runs 
 



1992 
 

 Board of Directors 
 
 
John Barker, end 
David C. Dick 
Marshall Eldred, Jr. 
Faye Ellerkamp 
Frank Flynn 
James P. Graven 
Ron D. Unthank 

1992 
 

Officers 

Chief Franklin Florence Until July. 
Acting Chief William “Bill” Seng, start Au-
gust  
Assistant Chief John M. “Jack” Monohan, 
III 
Major Sam McCune (P) 
Major Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange (P) 
Major Mike E. Noland 
Captain Dwayne Reed 
Captain Joseph R. “Joe” Wolfe (P)  
Captain Stuart Monohan 
 
Lt. Hal Clifford 
Lt. Ron D. Unthank 
Lt. John Volkerding 
 
Sgt. Charile T. Davis 
Sgt. Patrick H. “Pat” Noland 
Sgt. Don Ryan 

Firefighters 
 
John Albers 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Mike J. Beneke 
Steve Beneke 
Ed Brown 
Hal Clifford 
Jerome “Jerry” Cowens 
Jackie DeHart 
Daniel Doyle 
Dave Dugan 
Marshall Denny Engnehl 
Brent Florence 
Frank Flynn 
Tony Glass 
Gunner Graven 
Thorp Harrison 
Jason Hawkins 
Larry Heaphy 
Todd Holderfiled 
Erich Jackson 
Kevin Jankoski 
Sgt. Dave Kamer 
Marshall Marty A. Kamer 
John Kilroy 
Mark Kirchdorfer 
 
 
 

Eric Marville 
Tom Marshall 
Walter “Ty” Mattheu 
David Mattingly 
Keith McBride 
Doug McCall 
Sgt. Kent Monohan 
Pat Noland 
Shelby Pogue 
Kevil Rice 
Timothy Sendelbach 
Hugh “Mack” Shawb 
Ben Talbott 
Carlos Tamburro 
Mark Tarbis, about 1992 
Brian Tarphy 
Lawrence “Larry” Trageser 
Alan D. Unthank 
Chris Verdi 
Darryl Vidor 
John Walling 
James H. “Jim” Whitlock 
Mike “Fozz” Willinger 
Steve Wolfe 
Timothy Worley (not sure) 
 
 



1993 
 

Around 1993 the department planted many trees donated by different cities and citizens from the 
community, at Station 2 on Brownsboro Road: 
 

 



1993 
 

January 14, 1993, Trustee meeting: 

 
January 11, 1993, The Courier-Journal 



1993 
 

January 20 1993, Trustee meeting:        William J. “Bill” Seng made permanent Chief. 



1993 
 

January 27, 1993,  The Courier-Journal, by Martha Elson:  Seng reaches top ladder as St. 
Matthews fire chief.  



1993 
 

February 10, 1993,  The New Voice, by Kay C. Ellis, St. Matthews’ new fire chief happy with job 
and life-saving equipment.   



1993 
 

February 10, 1993,  The New Voice, by Kay C. Ellis, St. Matthews’ new fire chief happy with job 
and life-saving equipment.   



1993 
 

February 11, 1993,  Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

February 11, 1993,  Trustee meeting:   March 1993, Treasurer’s Report: 



1993 
 

March 3, 1993, The Courier-Journal 



1993 
 

March 1993, Treasurer’s Report: 



1993 
 

 

March 17, 1993,  The New Voice, by Kristin Searfoss,  Kiwanis Club names volunteer firefighter of 
the year.   

 

 



1993 
 

 

April, 1993,  Exhaust Removal System: 



1993 
 

April, 1993,  Exhaust Removal System: 



1993 
 

April 8, 1993, Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

May 6, 1993, Trustee meeting:           Assistant Chief Jack Monohan retires from active status. 



1993 
 

June 1993, Treasurer’s Report: 



1993 
 

June 1993, Treasurer’s Report: 



1993 
 

June 1993, Treasurer’s Report: 



1993 
 

June 1993, Treasurer’s Report: 



1993 
 

June 1993, Treasurer’s Report: 



1993 
 

June 1993, Treasurer’s Report: 



1993 
 

June 10, 1993, Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

June 12, 1993, The Courier-Journal 



1993 
 

June 26, 1993, The Courier-Journal 



1993 
 

July 8, 1993, Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

July 8, 1993, Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

July 8, 1993, Trustee meeting:    July 21, 1993, The Courier-Journal 



1993 
 

August 12, 1993, Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

August 12, 1993, Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

August 20, 1993, Letter:     August 26, 1993, Letter: 

September 8, 1993, Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

September 8, 1993, Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

September 22, 1993, The New Voice, by Anne Scholtz:  Four longtime firemen to be honored 
October 10.   



1993 
 

October 14, 1993, Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

October 14, 1993, Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

October 24, 1993, Letter: 



1993 
 

October 24, 1993, Letter: 



1993 
 

October, 1993, Analysis of purchase of new engine: 



1993 
 

October 31, 1993, Monthly Alarm Report: 



1993 
 

October 31, 1993, The Courier-Journal   November 5, 1993, The Courier-Journal 



1993 
 

November 15, 1993, Trustee meeting:  Purchased E-1 Pumper. 



1993 
 

November 15, 1993, Trustee meeting:  Purchased E-1 Pumper. 
 

November 15, 1993, ordered E-One Pumper: 
 
Premier Engine is a 1994 E-One Rescue 
Pumper, 450 HP-Series 60 Detroit Diesel with a 
HD World Transmission with retarder. It is 
fitted with a 1500 GPM Single Stage Hale Pump 
with DDEC Pressure Governor Control and full 
depth compartments with Robinson Roll-up 
doors. 
-up doors. 



1993 
 

December 7, 1993:  The Courier Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Fire 
departments’ grip on turf and tradition could pose risks:   



1993 
 

December 7, 1993:  The Courier Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Fire 
departments’ grip on turf and tradition could pose risks:   



1993 
 

December 7, 1993:  The Courier Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Fire 
departments’ grip on turf and tradition could pose risks:   



1993 
 

December 7, 1993:  The Courier Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Fire 
departments’ grip on turf and tradition could pose risks:   



1993 
 

December 7, 1993:  The Courier Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Fire 
departments’ grip on turf and tradition could pose risks:   



1993 
 

December 8, 1993,  The Courier-Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Funds, fire 
coverage aren’t spread evenly:   



1993 
 

December 8, 1993,  The Courier-Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Funds, fire 
coverage aren’t spread evenly:   



1993 
 

December 8, 1993,  The Courier-Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Funds, fire 
coverage aren’t spread evenly:   



1993 
 

December 8, 1993,  The Courier-Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Volunteer 
departments spend money on equipment, not staff: 



1993 
 

December 8, 1993,  The Courier-Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Volunteer 
departments spend money on equipment, not staff: 



1993 
 

December 8, 1993,  The Courier-Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Volunteer 
departments spend money on equipment, not staff: 



1993 
 

December 9, 1993,  The Courier-Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Firefighters 
divided over merger:   



1993 
 

December 9, 1993,  The Courier-Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Firefighters 
divided over merger:   



1993 
 

December 9, 1993,  The Courier-Journal, by Michael Quinlan:  Sounding the Alarm—Firefighters 
divided over merger:   



1993 
 

December 9, 1993,  Trustee meeting: 



1993 
 

1993, Roster: 

1993 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1994: 



1993 
 

1993 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1994: 



1993 
 

1993 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1994: 



1993 
 

1993 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1994: 



1993 
 

1993 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1994: 



1993 
 

1993 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1994: 



1993 
 

1993 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1994: 



1993 
 

1993 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1994: 



1993 
 

1993 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1994: 



1993 
 

1993 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1994: 



1993 
 

 

Board Of Directors 
 
David C. Dick 
Marshall P. Eldred, Jr. 
Faye Ellerkamp 
Frank A. Flynn  
James P. Graven 
Ron Unthank 
 
 

1993 
 

Officers 
Chief William “Bill” Seng (P) 
Assistant Chief Jack Monohan, end June 3 
Major Marty A. Kamer 
Major Mike E. Noland (P) 
Major Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange (P) 
Captain Sam McCune (P) 
Capt. Stuart Monohan (P) 
Captain Joseph R. “Joe” Wolfe (P)  
Lt. Hal Clifford 
Lt. Ran Florence 
Lt. Ron D. Unthank 
Lt. John Volkerding 
Sgt. Ed Brown (P) 
Sgt. Daniel Doyle(P) 
Sgt. Frank Flynn (P) 
Sgt. Larry Heaphy (P) 
Sgt. Dave Kamer 
Sgt. Pat Noland 
Sgt. Don Ryan (P) 
Sgt. James H. “Jim” Whitlock 
 
 

Firefighters 
 

John Albers 
Todd Allen 
Marshall A. E. Andriot, 
Jr. 
Mike J. Beneke 
Steve Beneke 
Matt Board 
Charles Brohm 
Jerome “Jerry” Cowens 
Charlie Davis (P) 
Jackie DeHart 
Whit Dimmitt 
Dave Dugan (P) 
Marshall Denny Engnehl 
Tony Glass (P) 
Gunner Graven 
Mark Griley 
Thorp Harrison 
Jason Hawkins 
Kevin Jankoski 
John Kilroy 
Mark Kirchdorfer 
Paul Kurtz  
Tom Marshall (P) 
David Mattingly 
 

Walter “Ty” Mattheu 
Keith McBride 
Doug McCall 
David Metts 
Kent Monohan (P) 
Shelby Pogue 
Kevil Rice   “Butch” 
George Santamouris 
Eric Seay 
Timothy Sendelbach 
Mack Sandelbach 
Hugh “Mack” Shawb 
Marla Solomon 
Ben Talbott 
Carlos Tamburro 
Justin Tamplin 
Thomas Tsueda 
William Tsueda 
Alan D. Unthank 
Chris Verdi 
Marc Verdi 
John Walling 
Pat Williams 
Mike “Fozz” Willinger 
William Windhorst, start 
Steve Wolfe 
 



1994 
 

January 11, 1994, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 13, 1993, Trustee meeting:                 Trustee James L. King start his term: 



1994 
 

January 13, 1993, Trustee meeting:                 Trustee James L. King start his term: 



1994 
 

January 13, 1993, Trustee meeting:         

 
 
 
NOTE— January 17, 1994, 
Louisville area had 20 to 24 inches 
of snow and record 22 below 
temperatures for STMFD to 
contend with.  Al Ring’s driveway 
on Phoenix Hill  Drive. 
          



1994 
 

January, 1993,  New trustee:                     James “Jim” King                Trustee 1994 to 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
Jim was born in Louisville, moved to St. Matthews in 1972. Graduated from U of L in 1975.  He 
was appointed Treasurer and ABC Administrator for the City November 1977.  Jim was 
appointed City Clerk, Treasurer, and ABC Administrator in 1999.  He is married, have 4 
daughters. All live in Louisville. 
 

January, 1993, New trustee:     Harry 
“Hal” A. Clifford——Firefighter 
1982 to present (2010), Sergeant, 
Lieutenant, Captain , Trustee  

 
May 4, 1994:  Voice, Hal Clifford is named 
outstanding fireman.  St. Matthews firefighter 
Hal Clifford, a 15-year veteran, has been 
chosen the Outstanding Volunteer Firefighter 
of the Year. 
 
Clifford, accompanied by his wife Julie, was honored at a special ceremony Tuesday, April 12, at a lunch 
meeting hosted by the St. Matthews Kiwanis Club.  The citation is for his performance during 1993. 
 
Hal Clifford exemplifies the “____ traits of our volunteer firefighters,” Lt. John Volkerding said to 
Kiwanis members at the ceremony.  Volkerding, who won the award in 1992, appeared on behalf of 
William J. Seng, chief of St. Matthews Fire Protection District, who had another commitment out of town. 
 
“He consistently responds to usually all calls, regardless of his personal agenda,” Volkerding said of 
Clifford.  “Furthermore, he very rarely missed the regular, four-hour training sessions held every week.” 
 
St. Matthews Mayor Art Draut, who was also on hand, offered his congratulations to Clifford.  Draut said 
that Clifford has earned genuine respect and admiration from both volunteer and full-time members of the 
department. 
 
Clifford, 36, was elected in February as the firefighters’ representative on the St. Matthews Fire District’s 
board of trustees. 
 
In his position as a lieutenant, he directs a four-member crew, which uses firefighting apparatus.  He joined 
the department in 1979. 
 
Clifford is the 12th member of the St. Mathews department to be singled out for annual outstanding 
firefighter honors, as part of a continuing program that originated with the St. Matthews Kiwanis Club in 
1982.  Clifford will also be honored later in 1994 during the annual Community Pride Breakfast, sponsored 
by the St. Matthews Area Business Association. 
 
A 1976 graduate of Atherton High School, Clifford is owner and chief operating officer of Clifford 
Distributing Inc., a business he founded in 1982.  The company distributes bar, restaurant and floral 
supplies. 
 
The Clifford’s live in St. Matthews with their two children, Mallory, 7, and Amy, 5. 



1994 
 

February 9, 1994, The Courier-Journal 



1994 
 

February 1, 1994, Vacancy on the Trustees letter: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 11, 1994, Trustee meeting: 



1994 
February 11, 1994, Trustee meeting: 

 

 



1994 
February 16, 1994,  The Voice-Tribune, by Ann Scholtz, St. Matthews fire district locates funds for 
updates:  The St. Matthews Fire Protection District trustees prepared to receive bids for a new 
roof and the necessary repairs at the meeting Thursday, February 10. 
 
Fire Chief Bill Seng explained preliminary recommendations and cost projections for repairing 
the 10-year-old roof on Station No. 1, at 240 Sears Avenue. 
 
Seng hired Norman Berry ________ architects to determine specifications for the roof, for a 
spring installation. Berry also included a quote of ___ to install a top-of-the-line roof and drainage 
system on the flat-topped building, with a warranty. 
 
The trustees decided to advertise for bid on the work, accepting one for the tapered roof as well 
__________ versions. 
 
Seng paid nearly $30,000 for repairs on the department’s ladder truck.  Trustees approved $5,888 
to the annual medical exams for volunteers and 16 paid employees.  The expense was budgeted at 
$7,000.00.  The departments breathing packs are also due for their annual inspection.  Testing for 
30 packs will cost $1,200.00. 
 
Also due is a payment on the training video series, $932, which was also approved. 
 
Seng also described the insurance situation regarding two accidents with the department’s 1989 
Ford Vehicle.  The department must pay two $500 deductibles on collisions in January.  One will 
be reimbursed by the other driver’s insurance company.  Trustees approved the $1,000 expense. 
 
Seng purchased four old cars as training vehicles for the department at a cost of $25.00 each. 
 
The chief also asked for funds to replace two of the station’s six garage doors with insulated steel 
doors.  Seng had spent $100 to temporarily repair a rear door that had been damaged; it would 
cost $700 to replace the broken panel.  The new steel doors will cost $1,237 a piece.  Seng proposes 
to replace the doors two at a time until all six have been completed. 
 
The trustees approved the expense only on the condition that it is an emergency if the temporary 
patch breaks.  Otherwise, the purchases will be slated for the fall. 
 
The panel also allocated $1,880 to replace the eight-year-old carpet in common rooms of the 
station with tile and carpet.  The trustees also gave approval to pay the $6,000 premium on the 
districts life insurance polices.  In addition, the trustees approved the sale of four sets of surplus 
gear (coats and pants) at $100 each. 
 
The trustees also discussed the ongoing negotiations regarding the purchase of a new fire truck.  
Seng said he should have the exact price of the vehicle within the next week or so. 
 
Building, Grounds and Equipment Committee Chairman Frank Flynn also detailed a wish list of 
purchase for the district.  The trustees unanimously approved funds for several projects:  Five 
pagers for new volunteer firefighters at a total cost of $2,515.00.  A rescue tool called the 
Excalibur Knife for Life.  It cuts through glass and metal, fusing glass shards on car windshields.  
The cost is $1,250.00.   A special chain saw to vent roofs of structures, for $1,300.00. 
 
Computer equipment to update the current system.  Flynn asked for two additional work stations, 
three print server modules to speed the printing of detailed maps, six back-up power units, and 
additional monitor and CD-ROM hardware for computer-aided drawings.  The total cost was 
$11,323.00.  The trustees approved $5,800 of the request, in light of the imminent expense of 
replacing the roof of fire station No. 1. 
 
New trustee Hal Clifford was sworn in by board chairman Jim Graven. 
 
Treasurer David Dick gave his report on the district’s finances.  The property taxes have been 
received, adding $1,131,000 to the coffers.  Dick predicted expenses of $30,000 amassed battling 
January’s snowstorm. 
 
The meeting ended with the trustees going into executive session to discuss impending litigation. 
 

 
 



1994 
March 10, 1994, Trustee meeting: 

 
 

 
 
 



1994 
March 10, 1994, Trustee meeting: 

 
 
 

 
 



1994 
March 12 & 14, 1994, The Courier-Journal 

 
 

 
 



1994 
 

March 23, 1994,  The Voice-Tribune, by Anne Scholtz:  Fire district to refurbish station, equip 
truck.   

April 14, 1994, Trustee meeting: 



1994 

March 30, 1994, The Courier-Journal  April 13, 1994 



1994 
 

April 14, 1994, Trustee meeting: 



1994 

April 20, 1994, The Voice-Tribune, by Anne Scholtzheim:  Fire district OKs funds for facilities 
upgrade and employee training.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1,  1994, The Courier-Journal 



1994 
 

May 4, 1994, The Voice-Tribune, Hal Clifford is named outstanding fireman.  St. Matthews 
firefighter Hal Clifford, a 15-year veteran, has been chosen the Outstanding Volunteer Firefighter 
of the Year. 
 
Clifford, accompanied by his wife Julie, was honored at a special ceremony Tuesday, April 12, at a 
lunch meeting hosted by the St. Matthews Kiwanis Club.  The citation is for his performance 
during 1993. 
 
Hal Clifford exemplifies the “____ traits of our volunteer firefighters,” Lt. John Volkerding said 
to Kiwanis members at the ceremony.  Volkerding, who won the award in 1992, appeared on 
behalf of William J. Seng, chief of St. Matthews Fire Protection District, who had another 
commitment out of town. 
 
“He consistently responds to usually all calls, regardless of his personal agenda,” Volkerding said 
of Clifford.  “Furthermore, he very rarely missed the regular, four-hour training sessions held 
every week.” 
 
St. Matthews Mayor Art Draut, who was also on hand, offered his congratulations to Clifford.  
Draut said that Clifford has earned genuine respect and admiration from both volunteer and full-
time members of the department. 
 
Clifford, 36, was elected in February as the firefighters’ representative on the St. Matthews Fire 
District’s board of trustees. 
 
In his position as a lieutenant, he directs a four-member crew, which uses firefighting apparatus.  

He joined the department in 1979. 
 
Clifford is the 12th member of the St. Mathews 
department to be singled out for annual outstanding 
firefighter honors, as part of a continuing program 
that originated with the St. Matthews Kiwanis Club 
in 1982.  Clifford will also be honored later in 1994 
during the annual Community Pride Breakfast, 
sponsored by the St. Matthews Area Business 
Association. 
 
A 1976 graduate of Atherton High School, Clifford is 
owner and chief operating officer of Clifford 
Distributing Inc., a business he founded in 1982.  The 
company distributes bar, restaurant and floral 
supplies. 
 
The Clifford’s live in 
St. Matthews with 
their two children, 
Mallory, 7, and Amy, 
5. 



1994 
May 12, 1994,  Trustee meeting: 

 

 



1994 
May 25, 1994,  The Voice-Tribune, by Anne Scholtzheim, St. Matthews Fire District to buy more 
uniforms, test equipment.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 1994, The department took delivery of : The Premier Engine is a 1994 E-One Rescue 
Pumper, 450 HP-Series 60 Detroit Diesel with a HD World Transmission with retarder. It is fitted 
with a 1500 GPM Single Stage Hale Pump with DDEC Pressure Governor Control and full depth 
compartments with Robinson Roll-up doors. 



1994 
Unknown date, Ladder testing: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



1994 
Unknown date, Ladder testing: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1994 
Unknown date, Ladder testing: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



1994 
June 9, 1994, Trustee meeting: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1994 
Unknown date, new mannequin used for CPR training: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 15, 1994,  The Voice-Tribune, by Anne Scholtzheim:  Fire district to spend $3,000 for 
equipment, upkeep.   

Don Ryan 

Joe Wolfe 



1994 
June 25 & 29, 1994, The Courier-Journal 



1994 
June 25, 1994, Special Trustee meeting:   June 28, 1994, Letter: 

 
 
June 31, 1994, Bid Specifications: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1994 
June 31, 1994, Bid Specifications: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1994 
June 31, 1994, Bid Specifications: 

 
 



1994 
June 31, 1994, Bid Specifications:    July 1, 1994, Letters: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July, 1994, Draft of Department Highlights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1994 
July 8 & 20, 1994, The Courier-Journal 



1994 
July 14, 1994, Trustees meeting: 



1994 
July 18, 1994, Letter: 



1994 
July 20, 1994,  The Voice-Tribune, by Anne Scholtzheim:  Fire district to spend $6,000 for special 
washer and dryer.   

 



1994 
July 24, 1994,  Notice of Publix Hearing: 

 
July 27, 1994:  The  Voice-Tribune, Volunteer 
Firefighters put their lives on the line. By Anne 
Scholtzheim.  (Note the copy is unreadable so much of 
this article is missing., including everything on the first 
page)   The JCFS “is the best bargain for the buck,” 
Barth said. The vol-unteers save quite a lot of taxpay-
ers’ money and provide an essen-tial service, he said. 
 
Different things motivate each volunteer, but most 
reasons fall into one of two categories. 
 
“Initially, it was a socially acceptable form of 
excitement,” said Maj. Chris Aponte, a 15-year 
volunteer with the Harrods Creek Fire Protection 
District. Later, he said, “It became a feel-ing of duty to 
the community.” 
 
“It’s a thrill-seeker type thing, to, be able to be a public 
servant and to help someone in need,” said St. Matthews 
Fire Chief Bill Seng. 
 
“It’s community people helping community people. It’s 
neighbors helping neighbors,” Barth said. 
 
The JCFS has a higher per-centage of volunteers than 
other places in the United States. Vol-unteers make up 
about 75 percent of all firefighters nationwide in 1992. 
 
At the St. Matthews fire department, a paid staff of 18 is 
augmented by about 50 volun-teers, Seng said. All 18 of 
the career firefighters, including the chief; rose through 
the volunteer ranks. Those firefighters were usually the 
most active and the most interested, he said. 
 
Compensation varies by department. Some offer a small 
per-run payment and others may have a retirement 
package avail-able. 
 
At St. Matthews, volunteers must attend 16 hours of 
training per month and are reimbursed a total of $7.50 
for each fire run, whether the work takes one hour or 
five. 
 
Another incentive at St. Matthews is a retirement pro-
gram for volunteers. The plan is available to 20-year 
veterans of the department, provided that they 
participate in at least 20 percent of the fire runs overall 

each year. The department goes out on about 100 runs each month. Special training require-ments 
must also be completed. 
 
At the Harrods Creek fire department, where there are eight career workers and 40 volunteers, $5 
is given for each run and for each training.  The money basically covers gas money and other 
transportation expenses, Aponte said. 
 
 
 
 
 



1994 
 
August 1, 1994, Summary fire run activity report: August 2, 1994, Letter: 



1994 
 
August 11, 1994, Trustee meeting: 



1994 
 
August 11, 1994, Trustee meeting: 

 
This is the Sergeant John Strawn Nutter of 
LFD, Chief referred to: 



1994 
 
August 11, 1994, Trustee meeting:   



1994 
August 17, 1994, The Voice-Tribune:  
 

  
August 19, 1994, The Courier-Journal:   



1994 
August 25, 1994, The Voice-Tribune:   
 



1994 
August 27, 1994, The Courier-Journal:   



1994 
 
August 29 & September 6, 1994, Letters:    
 



1994 
 
September 8, 1994, Trustee meeting:    
 



1994 
 
September 8, 1994, Trustee meeting:    

 
 

September 9, 1994, Letter:  
 



1994 
September 10, 1994, The Courier-Journal 



1994 
September 10, 1994, The Courier-Journal 



1994 
 
September 23, 1994, Letter:  
 



1994 
 
September 26, 1994, Letter:  



1994 
 
October 13, 1994, Trustee meeting: 

 



1994 
 
October 26, 1994,  The Voice-Tribune:  St. Matthews Fire District to spend $5,637 for equipment 
and training.  By Anne Scholtzheim.   
 

 
October 26, 1994, The Courier-Journal 



1994 
 
November 1, 1994, Special Trustee Meeting: 



1994 
 
November 2, 1994, Letter: 



1994 
 
November 3, 1994, The Courier-Journal: 



1994 
 
November 3, 1994, The Courier-Journal: 



1994 
 
November 6, 1994, Letter: 



1994 
 
November 9, 1994, The Voice-Tribune, by Anne Scholtzheim:  Fire district Oks more money for 
paint job.  



1994 
 
November 10, 1994, Trustee meeting: 



1994 
 
November 10, 1994, Trustee meeting: 



1994 
 
November 16, 1994,  The Voice-Tribune, Anne Scholtzheim:  Fire district buys $23,000 4-wheel-
drive truck.  



1994 
 
November 23, 1994,  Letter: 



1994 
November 30, 1994,  The Voice-Tribune: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 30, 1994, The Courier-Journal 



1994 
 
December 1, 1994, Letter: 



1994 
 
December 8, 1994, Trustee meeting: 



1994 
 
December 8, 1994, Trustee meeting: 



1994 
1994 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1995: 



1994 
1994 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1995: 



1994 
1994 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1995: 



1994 
1994 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1995: 



1994 
1994 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1995: 



1994 
1994 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1995: 



1994 
1994 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1995: 



1994 
1994 Emergency Operations Report, printed in 1995: 



1994 
Drawing from 1993 for various bids: 



1994 
Drawing from 1993 for various bids: 



1994 
 

Board Of Directors 
 
Hal Clifford start Feb. 10, 1994 
David C. Dick 
Marshall P. Eldred, Jr. 
Faye Ellerkamp 
Frank A. Flynn 
James P. Graven, end 
James King, start in January 
Ron Unthank, end Feb. 1994 
 

1994 
 

Officers 
 

Chief William “Bill” Seng (P) 
Major Mike E. Noland (P) 
Major Kenneth “Ken” L. Strange (P) 
Captain Sam McCune (P) 
Capt. Stuart Monohan (P) 
Captain Joseph R. “Joe” Wolfe (P)  
Sgt. Ed Brown (P) 
Sgt. Daniel Doyle(P) 
Sgt. Frank Flynn (P) 
Sgt. Larry Heaphy (P) 
Sgt. Don Ryan (P) 

Firefighters 
 
John Albers 
Todd Allen 
A. E. Andriot, Jr. 
Mike J. Beneke 
Steve Beneke 
Matt Board 
Carlos Bonilla 
Jennemann, Brian 
Charles Brohm  
Charles Clem 
Hal Clifford 
Charlie Davis (P) 
Kim Davis 
Jackie DeHart (P) 
Whit Dimmitt 
Dave Dugan (P) 
Marshall Denny Engnehl 
David E. Francis 
Kyle Galloway 
Tony Glass (P) 
Thorp Harrison 
Greg Javins, cadet 
Brian Jennemann 
Dave Kamer 
Marshall Marty A. Kamer 
Mark Kirchdorfer 
Paul Kurtz  
 

Jason Likens 
R. Hunter G. Louis, Jr. 
Jason C. Likens 
Stephen Marchino 
Tom Marshall (P) 
Keith McBride 
Kent Monohan (P) 
Patrick H. “Pat” Noland 
Travis N. Pitchford 
Shelby Pogue 
Kevil Rice 
Michael J. Ross 
George Santamouris 
Eric Seay 
Erik Sorensen  
Justin Tamplin 
Thomas Tsueda 
William Tsueda 
Alan D. Unthank 
Ron D. Unthank 
Chris Verdi 
Marc Verdi 
John Volkerding 
John Walling 
James H. “Jim” Whitlock 
Patrick Williams 
Mike “Fozz” Willinger (P) 
William Windhorst, end 
Steve Wolfe 


